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Welcome to Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
for the 2017-2018 year!
We look forward to working with you and the Holy
Spirit this year to further develop the love of God
and the knowledge of the faith in the children of
All Saints Parish.
May God be with you this year and always!
Mandie DeVries, Director of Religious Education

FOR PARENTS
“Parents have the first responsibility
for the education of their children in
the faith, prayer, and all virtues.
They have the duty to provide as far as possible
for the physical and spiritual needs of their
children.” CCC 2252

Formation of children is done primarily at home;
even the best catechesis program can only
supplement what you are doing as parents at home.
We have many resources to give you more ideas on
ways to develop your own “domestic church.” If we
don’t have it, we’ll get it for you. Just ask!

All Saints Catholic Church
2017-2018 Atrium Calendar as of 8/1/2017

Sessions meet weekly unless noted

*Dates marked with asterisks meet on days other than usual session days*

8/29-30
CGS Good Starts for children new to Level I
9/5-6
CGS Good Starts for children new to Level I
9/12-13
First Sessions.
9/13^,19#, 27+ Opportunity for Reconciliation/Adoration during sessions
10/11^,17#, 25+
Opportunity for Reconciliation/Adoration during sessions
10/24-25
Choir Participation Preparation days
10/31-11/1
Regular Sessions do not meet due to All Saints Day
*11/1
WEDNESDAY 5:45pm All Saints’ Day Celebration
11/8^, 14#, 29+
Opportunity for Reconciliation/Adoration during sessions
11/21-22
NO Sessions—Happy Thanksgiving!
*12/9
Children’s Choir Christmas Program: 9am Rehearsal, 5pm Program
12/10
Mary’s Meals Fundraiser to feed 727 children in Malawi for a year!
12/13^, 19#
Opportunity for Reconciliation/Adoration during sessions
*TBD
December Caroling at Sunnyview Care Center in Ankeny
12/26-1/3
NO Sessions—Merry Christmas/Happy New Year!
1/9-10
Sessions resume
1/10^, 16#, 24+
Opportunity for Reconciliation/Adoration during sessions
*1/31
5:45pm First Communion Parent Meeting
2/6-7
Choir Participation Preparation days
2/7^, 20#, 28+
Opportunity for Reconciliation/Adoration during sessions
2/13-14
NO Sessions—Ash Wednesday Mass 2/14 5:45pm w/ Soup supper
3/13-14
NO Sessions—Spring Break!
3/7^, 20#, 21+
Opportunity for Reconciliation/Adoration during sessions
4/3-4
Liturgy of Light during sessions—More info to come!
4/11^, 17#, 25+
Opportunity for Reconciliation/Adoration during sessions
4/24-25
FINAL SESSIONS of CGS for the year!
*5/2, 5/9, 5/16 6-7:30pm First Communion Special Sessions
*5/18-19
First Communion Retreat Days *Friday: 3pm-7:30pm,
*Saturday 8:30 am-3pm. 1st Reconciliation Service begins at 2pm
*5/20
10:30am First Communion Mass
*June 10-15
Youth Summer Youth Mission for Toddlers to Teens.
Registration begins at the end of April!
We also have a ton of other events and classes for older youth, families, and adults of the
parish! Follow us on Facebook, check out our website, and make sure you are signed up for
the Parish and Adult Faith e-newsletters.

^ Wed. AM, # Tues, +Wed. PM

About CGS
Our approach to faith formation for these ages is called “Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd.” This method is divided into 4 levels,
Toddler, for 0-3 year olds, Level I (for 3-6 year olds), Level II (for
1st-3rd grades), and Level III (for 4th-6th grades). We have 40+
catechists who are certified through attendance in nationallyrecognized CGS formation courses, and our assistant catechists
have also attended a seminar on this Montessori-type approach to
faith formation.
We ask that parents have a phone or in-person meeting with the
Director or Coordinator at the beginning of their first year in the
program. If you have not already had this meeting, please call or
email the director to set one up. There is also a great blog entry just
for new CGS parents. Check it out here!
http://allsaintscgs.blogspot.com/2015/07/what-is-cgs-primer-forparents.html
For more information, check out www.cgsusa.org or peruse our
library of resources here at All Saints. We also have a blog that
details the presentations that children have received as well as
background information that may be useful for parents at
http://allsaintscgs.blogspot.com. There is much to learn!

Notes on CGS at All Saints
Monthly Adoration/Reconciliation
Once per month we offer Eucharistic Adoration
and Confession on Tuesday night from 5:406:10pm, Wednesday morning from 9:30-10am,
and Wednesday nights from 5:15-5:45 and 6:307:00. Parents are welcome to join us.

Expectations

For all families in our religious education program, please note
that our program is partly funded by your tuition fees, but parish
tithing and volunteer/fundraising efforts are the greatest support
for our work with your children.
Weekly attendance to CGS and Sunday Eucharist, as well as a
personal commitment to tithing (time, talent, and/or treasure) are
all necessary components of participation in our religious
education program.

Drop Off and Dismissal







Please do not drop students off unsupervised more than 10
minutes before atrium.
For the safety of our children, parent drop-off and pick-up from a
vehicle should ONLY take place in the circle drive upstairs.
Please do not park in the circle drive.
Please notify us via email or call the office at 515-265-5001 if
your child will be absent or tardy.

Atrium will be dismissed at 7:pm on Tuesday, 11:30am,
5:45pm and 8:00pm on Wednesday. Each atrium session
ends in prayer, so unless it is an urgent matter, out of
respect for all of the children and the catechists, please
do not interrupt the atrium to retrieve your child, but
wait until the catechist dismisses the session. Please be
prompt in picking up your children.

Visiting Your Child’s Atrium

Parents are welcome to visit their child’s atrium. To establish a
routine and environment, we ask that parents wait until after the first
3 weeks of atrium to visit a CGS atrium. If you would like to make a
special visit, please contact your child’s catechist at least a week
before the day of atrium.

Weekly Announcements

Notes will be emailed home each week by 1pm on Tuesday!
If you DO NOT have regular access email, we will set out printouts
of the weekly announcements near the door downstairs. Please make
sure you are on the list by emailing mandie@dmallsaints.org.

Children with Special Needs

All Saints’ youth programs are very welcoming to families and
children with special needs. If your child has special needs, please
inform the director or catechist. We will do all we can to serve your
child in the best way we can including providing a one-on-one
assistant that will help your child participate more fully in a session.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is very individualized and serves a
variety of learning needs and styles. Please share with us anything
you think will help us to better facilitate your child’s encounter with
God.

Rules & Behavioral Guidelines
(Pretty much common sense)

No gum, candy, food or drinks of any kind are permitted in the
CGS atria.
 No toys, MP3s, cell phones, weapons (toy or real), comic books,
or sporting equipment are allowed in the atrium. Any student
found with these items during atrium will have his/her items
taken to the office. A parent/guardian will need to come to the
office to retrieve the items.
 Students should dress in clean, appropriate attire (church clothes)
and act with courtesy and respect at all times.
 If at all possible, students should use the bathroom before
atrium and after atrium, not dur ing atr ium.


Students should come prepared to participate in atrium. If your child
has difficulty adjusting, we may recommend a different session or
atrium to better serve his/her needs.
 Everyone is to be treated courteously and with respect including
other children, catechists, volunteers, and parents.
 Respect all property and share in the care of your atrium.


If there’s trouble or someone’s sick…

Please follow the same procedures you would for sending a child
to any other program: if the child has had vomiting, diarrhea, or a
fever in the previous 24 hours, please keep them home for that
week.

Discipline Correction Procedure

A breach of discipline is any conduct of students which interferes
with the learning or welfare of other students and will not be
tolerated. We do not usually have these difficulties, but it is
important to set up our expectations and make sure that parents are
on board with us:


A child who is not able to participate in a healthy way will be
removed from the atrium until he or she is ready to try again in a
respectful way. If we are not able to manage the situation in a way
that works for the child and us, we will call the parents to come
and get the child. We will do all we can to work with you and your
child, however, we may determine, after conferral with the Pastor,
that we are not able to meet your child’s needs in our program.
Actions such as fighting, danger to others or severe disrespect
towards the catechist or other children will result in removal from
the scene and an immediate parent phone call to come and get the
child.

Cancellations Due to Weather

In the event of severe weather, sessions may be
cancelled. If Saydel School cancels classes or
dismisses early due to weather, All Saints CGS
will automatically be cancelled. (An e-blast will
also be sent out).

Sacramental Preparation:
Baptism, First Reconciliation
& First Eucharist

One of the most sacred responsibilities of a pastor to his parish is to
ensure that young people are given sufficient instruction and
formation prior to reception of the Holy Sacraments, and that
parents are equipped for their duty to “train the young in the way
they should go, even when old, they will not swerve from it..”
Proverbs 22:6.
For this reason, All Saints has developed a comprehensive program
of sacramental preparation that integrates learning with spirituality
and offers young people a chance to grow in their faith and
understanding through retreats and intensive preparation sessions.

Baptism

If your child has not been baptized, you as a
parent will be given the opportunity to attend a
pre-baptism class facilitated by a parish couple
trained to offer this 3 hour course.

For Older Children Who Have Not Yet
Received Sacraments

For older children who have not received, the individualized nature
of CGS will be especially helpful as it will give your catechist the
freedom to prepare your child for this Sacrament in their regular
atrium session and your child will join in the process of First
Reconciliation and Communion detailed below. Please be aware that
your child must usually have at least 1 full year of formation (either
at All Saints or another Catholic Church) before he/she may enter a
preparation year for reception of First Eucharist and Reconciliation.

Please let us know right away if your child is 2nd grade or older
and has not had any formal religious formation yet.

First Reconciliation & First Communion

Preparation will take place in the “Atrium” of the Good Shepherd
as well as in a pilgrimage to the Grotto of the Redemption, 3 Bible
Study nights to be held in May, plus a two-day retreat. Parents
attend the “study nights” as well for adult level formation at the
same time as their child attends. This is the highlight of the
year for many parents and children who attend our program.
An

informational meeting will be held in late January for parents.

Other RE Activities:

Youth Choir

Your children have the opportunity to take part in a “children’s
choir” that meets from 5:30-6:30 (between Wednesday sessions).
If you are interested, please contact Bill Connet:
bill@dmallsaints.org. Also, for the feast of All Saints, all of the
children in our program will be singing at the 5:45pm vigil mass!
Please arrive no later than 5:25 with your child!

Procession of Saints

As mentioned above, our RE program celebrates All Saints Day,
our parish feast day, with a mass and “procession of saints”
where youth are invited to come dressed as their favorite saint
and this year we will serve walking tacos following!

Lessons and Carols Christmas Program

Each December, the children of All Saints’ Children’s Choir
present a program for the parish.

Christmas Caroling at Sunnyview Care Cemter

As an opportunity to reach out the community and spread the joy
of Christmas at the same time, this will be our 7th year to sing at a
nursing home during the month of December.

God calls parents to raise children to love him.
Dt. 6:4-9

In Case of Emergency…

 Parents/Guardians’ roles in emergencies
In an emergency, in order to avoid hindering any rescue
attempts of the police and fire officials, please avoid calling the
Parish Office, Director of Religious Education, Youth Minister or
even your child during the emergency. The best action parents
can take in an emergency is to stay close to their phone and email to monitor for accurate instructions and regular updates.
Ensure the information you are using in an emergency is official
and comes directly from a staff member at All Saints or the
Diocese of Des Moines.
In case of a fire or other evacuation procedure, parents will be
directed to a specific location, where they will be required to
show valid identification. During a reunification procedure,
students are released only to authorized individuals. If you are a
non-custodial parent, you must be listed in parish records with
your child’s emergency contact information as a guardian and
show proper identification.
 Response Protocols
Our response will be different depending on the nature of the
emergency including an environmental event, a
weather emergency, or an intruder.
 Evacuations — Evacuations are typically conducted to remove
students, volunteers, and staff from harm’s way by having them
safely vacate the building and reassemble in a more secure
location.
 Lockdown — A lockdown is normally in effect when there is a
threat inside the building. Students, volunteers, and staff are
removed from harms way by having them safely located inside
secure areas inside the building to reduce the risk of being
exposed to the potential harm. During lockdowns access to the
building is prohibited.
 Shelter-in-Place — Shelter-in-place is instituted when the
threat is outside the parish. Students, volunteers, and staff are
secured inside the building reducing the risk for exposure to
inclement weather or other potential harm.

.

Thank you for sharing your faith with your children,
and giving us the opportunity to serve you in this
great task!

Mandie DeVries
Director of Religious Education
Office 515-265-5001 x201
mandie@dmallsaints.org
Cell 515-402-6549

Parish Website:
www.dmallsaints.org
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Blog:
http://allsaintscgs.blogspot.com
On Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/All-Saints-CGS

